





Sea Rescue members at historic Rosenmwald School after litter pickup along Route 360

The only all-volunteer, no-charge marine rescue service on the Bay.

Each member of Sea Rescue agrees to serve “on duty” for approximately one week each month. During one’s duty week,
a member stands ready to board a rescue boat in any weather and at any hour. On-duty members agree to stay within a
30-minute drive of their rescue boat, and to keep their VHF radio and cell phone with them 24/7.

Every month, members meet to review all recently completed missions. Each rescue is discussed, evaluating how effective the
response was, and how future service could be improved. This allows all members to learn and gain experience from every
mission, not just those they were on. Members are also required to repeat a prescribed regimen of at-sea training regularly,
and to be trained in CPR and basic First Aid and AED operation.

So why do members serve? Most will tell you it is for the satisfaction of helping fellow boaters when they are in trouble. “It’s a
terrible feeling to break down out on the water. You feel so helpless and alone. The relief on people’s faces when we pull up and
know just what to do to get them home safely is worth the inconveniences of being on duty.”

We live where you live, we boat where you boat, we serve when you call.

“Smith Point Sea Rescue . .. There when needed”

The Oyster Roast is returning for 2023, and better than ever!

After an unwelcome pause
for Covid, our popular, long-
running Oyster Roast is

back. More than 300 people
are expected to bid farewell
to winter at Smith Point

Sea Rescue’s 2023 Oyster
Roast—the 27th holding of
this Northern Neck Tradition.
Guests will enjoy delicious
steamed oysters, kegs of beer,
hot dogs, and Smith Point Sea
Rescue Clam Chowder.

Please plan to join us and
bring your friends for a true
Northern Neck experience, eating fresh oysters in a waterfront oyster house. Put the
date (tentatively the first Saturday in March), in your calendar now for an afternoon of
good food, good fun, and good friends. Many thanks for the generous donations from
Little River Seafood and Cowart Seafood.




A Tale of Two Sailboats

Prompt action brings quick help

Late in the evening of January 19, the duty captain received a call relayed by Olverson’s
Marina. A 34-foot sailboat returning from a winter cruise had suffered a catastrophic
engine failure just after entering the Yeocomico River.

Soon after the call was received Rescue II departed Olverson’s with a crew of four on

a moonless, overcast, and intensely dark night. Aided by radar and the FLIR thermal
camera, the rescue boat soon reached the sailboat. It was short work to attach a tow line
and deliver boat and crew to their home dock—barely 60 minutes after the call for help.

He who waits risks being lost

About 7:30 pm on April 2 the Northumberland County Sheriff’s Office received a call from
a 27 sailboat that it had run out of gas, outside the Little Wicomico River. Sea Rescue
contacted the sailboat and offered to send a vessel immediately. Despite deteriorating
weather, the captain declined the offer, choosing to anchor and wait

until morning for assistance.

Three hours later the Sheriff notified Sea Rescue that it had received
another call from the sailboat, which had lost its anchor and been
driven north by wind and waves. Rescue I departed Reedville at
10:36 pm with a crew of four into strong winds, 5 to 6-foot waves
and very poor visibility. With the aid of radar and the FLIR thermal
camera, the crew found the sailboat at 11:50 pm four nautical miles
north of Smith Point light.

Despite the rough seas, the crew was able to pass a tow line to the
disabled vessel and secure it. With Rescue I proceeding slowly
due to the hazardous conditions, the vessel was towed to Jennings
Boatyard without incident, arriving on April 3 at 2:30 am—seven
hours after the first call to the Sheriff.

The lesson

Had the second boater accepted Sea Rescue’s offer of immediate
assistance, his rescue likely would have been swift and
unremarkable. But by declining help he put his crew and boat in
grave danger and transformed a routine rescue into one that could
have turned out very badly.

The time to call for—and accept—our help is when you first think you are in difficulty. We are there when needed—if you ask—and
there is never a charge for our services. Simply hail on VHF Channel 16 or dial 911 locally.
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CALL 911 or
Hail VHF 16

“Like” us on Facebook and see updates. Visit smithpointsearescue.com to see our history and news!

Please send tax deductible donation to: Smith Point Sea Rescue, P.O. Box 662, Burgess, VA 22432
Prefer to donate online? Go to website or Facebook page and click on ‘Donate’ link
https://www.paypal.com/fundraiser/charity/152821



