SPSR 2026 Mission Summary through May

January 16: Smith Point Sea Rescue received a call from Northumberland County Sheriff's
Office (NCSO) reporting “A 44' Catamaran sailing vessel was in distress with fishing nets
stuck in her props" located near Smith Point light in the Central Bay. SPSR dispatched
Rescue Il with crew of four from Cockrell Creek. Even though SPSR Rescue 1 was located
at Smith Point Marina, due to low tide and channel shoaling, the duty captain made the
decision to use our rescue vessel located in the Great Wicomico River. While traveling to
the Catamaran, SPSR enlisted the help of two local "gill net watermen" to assistin
removing the nets. SPSR located the sailing vessel, and the watermen separated the vessel
from the mangled net. SPSR then towed the Catamaran to Reedville with some of the net
still attached for further maintenance by a SCUBA diver. Thanks to the local watermen who
assisted cutting their own net. Without their help, extracting the sailing vessel from the net
would have been very difficult in the cold water with night approaching. Total time: 3.5
hours.

February 23-28: SPSR Rescue lll proudly attended the 20th Annual Steven Todd Dooley
Search and Rescue Forum, hosted by the Port of Virginia and USCG Sector Virginia,
February 23-28. Over course of the forum, including day and night evolutions, our crew of 4
trained alongside 35 public safety boats and 170 fire, police and EMS professionals. We
sharpened our skills in man overboard recovery, advanced boat handling, navigation,
sonar, search patterns, towing, booming, and more. The week concluded with a full-scale
emergency exercise in Norfolk Harbor, putting it all into action. The exercise was designed
by the Port Authority and USCG as emergency response preparation for the upcoming
Hampton Roads 250" Celebration this summer. Thank you to the instructors and
Chesapeake Bay Pilots who joined us aboard Rescue lll.

March 18: SPSR members participated in our annual litter pickup and removed 49 bags of
trash and waste from the SPSR Mile along US 360 leading into Reedville. Our local
roadways need much more attention. Please cover your truck beds when hauling trash and
protect our community roadsides.

March 29: SPSR received a call from the NCSO that a 33' Sailboat was aground in the Coan
River and requested assistance. SPSR dispatched a crew by car and located the vessel.
Rescue Il was dispatched with crew of three from Olverson's Marina on Lodge Creek. SPSR
quickly located the sailboat at Kingscoate Creek, freed it from the mud, and towed the
vessel to the owner's pier. Total time: 3.5 hours

April 1: SPSR received a call from a third-party that a 33' Blue-hulled sailboat had engine
problems and was aground in Ingram Bay. Rescue lll with a crew of three responded from



Cockrell Creek, located the sailboat, and towed to Jennings Boatyard for assistance. Total
time: 2.0 hours.

April 3: SPSR received a call from the NCSO that a 28' Sabre Sailboat had experienced
engine failure near Green Channel marker #7 in the Potomac River. Rescue Il with a crew of
four responded from Lodge Creek Marina and located the sailboat. Rescue Il towed the
sailboat to Lewisetta Marina for haul out and repair. Total time: 3.5 hours

April 10: SPSR received a call from the NCSO that a 25' Grady White had experienced
engine problems at the mouth of Ingram Bay. Due to low tide and shallow water at the
reported vessel location, SPSR dispatched our shallow water Rescue A skiff with a crew of
2 and Rescue Ill with a crew of three. Rescue A located the boat, with two on board, at
anchor near Fairport adjacent to Red Channel marker #8. Rescue A delivered a towline, and
Rescue lll towed the vessel to Shell Landing for haul out. Total time: 2.25 hours.

April 20: SPSR received a request from the NCSO to investigate and potentially assist a
sailboat reported aground near Vir-Mar Beach on the Potomac River. Rescue | with a crew
of four, responded and located a 30-foot sloop hard aground approximately 50 yards
offshore in very shallow water near Flag Pond. No vessel identification numbers were
visible. SPSR documented the vessel with photographs and notified the U.S. Coast Guard
(USCG) and the Virginia Marine Resources Commission (VMRC) of the vessel location.
SPSR learned that the USCG had previously rescued the sailor during storm conditions the
previous day. Due to unsafe conditions during the storm, the vessel was anchored near
Solomons, Maryland. Through the course of the storm, the vessel broke anchor and drifted
across the Potomac River to the Flag Pond location. With the vessel now located, the USCG
will notify the owner and TowBoat US to arrange for its removal. Total time: 3.0 hours

SPRS is not a salvage company and does not have authority to take custody of any
abandoned vessel without the owner’s direct permission or direction from a civil authority.
SPSR does, however, assist marine authorities and vessel owners with the recovery and
securing of disabled boats.

May 7: Smith Point Sea Rescue (SPSR) received a call from the Northumberland County
Sheriff’s Office (NCSO) reported a 47’ trawler was stuck on the sandbar in the mouth of the
Little Wicomico River.

SPSR responded with RESCUE I located at Smith Point Marina, along with a SPSR
member’s boat from the Little Wicomico River area. Crews located the pleasure trawler
hard aground on the western end of the jetties in a rapidly falling tide. SPSR successfully
ungrounded the trawler, and the SPSR member’s boat then guided the vessel through the
narrow channel and safely out into the bay to continue their journey. Total time: 1.5 hours.



This incident is another example of the hazardous conditions in and around the jetties at
Smith Point on the Little Wicomico River for both transient and local boaters. While a very
small channel may be open at times, the jetties are very challenging to navigate for larger
vessels and transient boaters who are harboring for the evening.

May 12: SPSR is dispatched by NCSO for a disabled 40’ sailboat aground in Ingram Bay.
RESCUE Ill, with a crew of four, responded from Cockrell Creek. A SPSR member and his
skiff were already on scene near the entrance to Towles Creek. The skiff delivered a towline
to the vessel from RESCUE Ill. Rescue lll successfully freed the sailboat and towed to
deeper anchorage. The skiff then returns to Ingram Bay Marina and retrieved the sailboat
owner's dog......waiting on the pier. Total time: 2.0 hours

May 19: SPSRreceived a request from a local boater to help move a disabled 27' Regal
from his pier to Lodge Landing for haul out and repairs. SPSR coordinated a time and
dispatched RESCUE Il and a crew of three to assist. Successful tow and move was
completed. Total time: 1 hour

May 21: SPSR was dispatched by the NCSO for a 40’ Leopard power catamaran that was
aground in the jetties at the entrance to the Little Wicomico River. RESCUE I responded
with a crew of three members from Smith Point Marina. RESCUE I was joined by a SPSR
member and his skiff to deliver a tow line to the vessel aground.

The catamaran was able to free itself and proceeded toward the marina. Unfortunately, the
vessel became stranded again. RESCUE I responded, ungrounded the vessel, and escorted
it safely to Smith Point Marina. Total time: 1.5 hours.

May 22: SPSR received a call from the United States Coast Guard (USCG) regarding a
disabled vessel near the mouth of the Potomac River that required assistance.

SPSR assembled a crew of three and dispatched RESCUE I from Smith Point Marina. While
exiting the jetties at the mouth of the Little Wicomico River, RESCUE I encountered
extremely rough seas and high winds, which precluded re-entry that night.

En route to the disabled boat, SPSR received word from the NCSO that Ridge Fire Boat
FOUR was already on scene and that the disabled vessel’s captain had managed to get one
engine running and intended to proceed to Smith Point Marina for the night.

Due to the heavy seas and the known shoaling conditions within the jetties, SPSR advised
against attempting entry into Smith Point. Instead, SPSR recommended diverting
approximately 12 miles south to Reedville and offered escort and navigation assistance.
The captain agreed, and both vessels proceeded safely and without incident to Shell
Landing on Cockrell Creek. Total time: 3.5 hours.



May 24: At the request of the vessel Captain, RESCUE Ill escorted a large 40’ Power
Catamaran safely out through the Little Wicomico River jetties at Smith Point at high tide.
SPSR had previously ungrounded the vessel from the jetties earlier in the week (May 21),
and the vessel requested assistance for departure transit back through the jetties. The 40’
Leopard power catamaran then continued safely on its voyage to NYC. Total time: 1 Hour



