
SPSR Mission Reports 2025 

1000 Friday 2/7/25, SPSR gets a call from a local boater that his 20' sailboat had been 

blown off his lift several days earlier and was swamped and on it side 1/2 mile from his pier 

in Mill Creek. Rescue II and Rescue B respond with 6 members, locate the Flyng Scott, 

upright it, partially pump it out and tow it to the owner's pier for full dewatering and lift out. 

SC Total time 2.0 Hrs.  

1045 Sunday 2/23/25, SPSR gets a call from the Virginia Sector USCG that a 38' sailboat is 

taking on water mid bay off Windmill Point. Rescue III with a crew of four on its way to a 

Search and Rescue Training week with the USCG in Hampton Roads, responds. Enroute 

SPSR reviews dewatering procedures, prepares the onboard dewatering pumps, and 

prepares for towing to follow. SPSR locates the sailboat and learns that flooding is under 

control and that a local tow is on the way to assist. SPSR waits until tow arrives and then 

resumes its trip south to Hampton Roads.  

March 2: Rescue III and a crew of four Captains just returned from six days of Search and 

Rescue (SAR) & Mass Casualty classroom and on the water training with the USCG and the 

Port of Norfolk in Hampton VA. 40+ boats and 200+ Police and Fire First Responders from 

the Hampton Roads and as far south is Miami and South Carolina attended classroom 

training and day night on the water exercises leading to a simulated mass casualty aircraft 

crash in Chesapeake Bay. Smith Point Sea Rescue as one of the only all volunteer units was 

supported by the Port of Norfolk. This is the second year SPSR has participated in this 

invaluable training as it is hoped that continued real world training will better prepare SPSR 

to meet the ever exspanding callengers of the Northern Neck central Bay Region. "there 

when needed"......and continuing to train for it! 

0930 Thursday 4/10/25 Smith Point Sea Rescue gets a call that a catamaran needs 

assistance on Ball's Creek. RESCUE III with a crew of four responds from Reedville, locates 

the single handed sailboat and tows to Tiffany's Yachts at Glebe Point for repairs. JD Total 

time 1.5 Hrs.  

0940 Saturday 4/12/25 SPSR gets call from Northumberland County Sheriff's Office that 

small boat was sinking pierside at Smith Point Marina. SPSR responds with crew of five and 

pumps to the marina where it locates a 20' crab boat partially submerged. Boat is stabilized 

and pumped out. Boaters are reminded that with the spring rains comes the chances for 



bilge pump failures and pierside sinkings. Keep an eye on your boats and same you 

engines! Total time 2.0 hrs.  

Sunday, 4/29/25, At 1600 the Northumberland County Sheriff's Office notified SPSR that a 

30' sailboat with three aboard was aground near Coan River Marina. Rescue II, dispatched 

from Olverson's Lodge Creek Marina with a crew of four, headed down the Potomac in 

winds gusting to 25 knots. On a rapidly falling tide, in the midst of a oyster ground, the 

sailboat was aground with its rudder and prop ensnared in what was believed to be a crab 

potline. Rescue II got a line to the sailboat, and after more than 40 minutes of maneuvering 

and pulling refloated the boat and extricated it from the oyster ground. SPSR then towed it 

to the Marina, where another Sea Rescue crew helped moor the sailboat in its slip. Total 

time: 2.75 hrs. DB  

1300 Saturday 5/10/25 Smith Pont Sea Rescue gets call from Northumberland County 

Sheriff's Office that small sailboat needs assistance in Cockrell's Creek. SPSR responds 

initially with Rescue A, 21' skiff, due to possible shallow water. SPSP locates 30' sailboat 

with engine out and tows to Buzzards Point Marina for repairs. Total time 1.5 hrs. RG. 

Wednesday 0800 5/14/25 Smith Point Sea Rescue responds to a request for assistance 

from a 50' sailboat with major engine problems needing to go to Olverson's Marina at Lodge 

Creek. Rescue III from Reedville with a crew of five locates boat and takes in tow and heads 

out into the central bay only to encounter dense fog and heavy boating traffic. Once clear of 

traffic in the Potomac River and as prearranged, control of the tow is passed to Rescue II 

who continues on with the tow and delivers the sailboat to Olverson's for repairs. Two 

boats, eight crewmen, six hour 

1710 Sunday 25 May 2025 SPSR gets a call from NCSO that 25' Parker is towing a deadrise 

taking on water in Ingram Bay. Rescue I with a crew of three is dispatched from Cockrell 

creek and meets the Parker and tow in the area of Sandy Point and escorts with dewatering 

pumps at the ready to a haulout at Tiffany's Yachts. Total time 1.5 Hrs KS. 

1725 Sunday 5-25-25, SPSR gets a second call from NCSO that a 42' Cris Craft is aground 

with two people aboard on Fleeton Barr. SPRS dispatches Rescue A with a crew of three to 

assist. Rescue A locates the CC and ungrounds it and escorts it to Jennings Marina. Total 

time 1.5 hrs PO  



1950 Sunday 6/1/25, Northumberland County Sheriff's Office dispatches SPSR "respond 

to the Chesapeake Bay area of Hughlett's Point for 22" boat".... Rescue I with crew of five 

responds from Cockrell Creek and locates center console I/O with engine out and family of 

three several miles out in central bay riding heavy in building seas. Rescue I takes in tow 

and delivers to home pier in Natty Point Cove off Dividing Creek. RG Total Time 4 Hrs 

1100 Wednesday 6/5/25,Rescue II responds to a direct call from Captain of a 28' Bertrum 

with engine problems near Kinsale, locates the boat and tows to Olverson's Lodge Greek 

Marina for repairs. PA Total time 2.0 Hrs. 

Saturday 6/7/25. Busy Morning for SPSR Northern Fleet as it gets two calls for assitance 

and tows a 21' Seaswirl from Gleebe Creek to Lewisetta Marina and a 34' CC from Coan 

River to Krentz's Marine.  

1930 Saturday 6/7/25. SPSR gets a call from the Northumberland Count Sheriff's Office 

that a 16' skiff with two has lost power and is adrift near Fleeton Barr. As night is 

approaching, SPSR dispatches Rescue A Skiff with crew of two and Rescue III with two in 

support. Rescue A locates the skiff and tows to Shell Landing for haul out and repairs. BT 

Total time 2.0 Hrs. 

1000 Monday 6/9/25 Smith Point Sea Rescue answers request for assistance and 

dispatches Rescue II to tow 31' Camano from Glebe Creeek to Lewisetta Marina for repairs. 

SK Total time 2.0 hrs  

Saturday 6/21/25, Smith Point Sea Rescue supports the Reedville Fishermen's Museum's 

annual family boat building program and provides standby emergency onwater services as 

seven families launch and test row their recently completed "Mabel Skiffs." PO Total time 

3.0 Hrs. 

0940 Saturday 6/28/25 SPSR gets a call from NCSO that 38" House Boat was adrift Ingram 

Bay. Rescue III with a crew of four responds from Cockrell Creek and locates house boat 

with two adults, a 3 yo little girl, and two dogs on their way to Virginia Beach.... anchored 

near entrance to Mill Creek in water too shallow for Rescue III. SPSR commandeers the 

assistance of locals Mike & Karen and their boat to tow a line to the house boat, and then 

tows the family and their inoperable "skiff" to Horn Harbor which generously agrees to 

temporary shelter for the family and their boats. The Northumberland County Annimal 

Shelter then takes the dogs for temporary boarding at Horse Head. Many good people from 



Northumberland County came together to aid this financially challenged, "hard luck" 

family on a very warm morning. KS Total time 3.5 Hrs. 

1610 Saturday 6/28/25 SPRS gets call that "19' Wellcraft with dead battery needs a tow in 

Cockrell Creek" SPSR responds with Rescue A and locates boat. SPSR passes a "jumpbox' 

but is unable to restart the motor; a local friend then arrives and tows the Wellcraft to home 

pier. KS Total Time 1.0 Hrs 

1215 Sunday 6/29/25 SPSR gets a call from a local fisherman that his 25' Parker was 

without power near G65 in the Central Bay. Rescue I with a crew of four responds from 

Smith Point Marina. Rescue I locates the boat and passes a "jumpbox" without success. 

SPSR then tows the Parker with its four disheartened fishermem to Smith Point Marina for 

repairs with hopes they could fight another day. KS Total Time 2.0 Hrs. 

1315 Sunday 6/29/25 NCSO notifies SPSR that a 25' Tee Top needed assistance in Cockrell 

Creek. SPSR dispatches Rescue III with a backup crew of three, the duty crew was already 

in the Central Bay towing 25' Parker, which quickly locates the boat that has experienced a 

complete loss of steering. Rescue III then tows the boat to Smith Point Marina on the Little 

Wicomico River for repairs. PO Total Time 2.5 Hrs 

1845 Sunday 6/29/25 Northumberland County Sheriff's Office notifies SPSR that large 

sailboat was "stuck" on the Fleeton Point Barr just outside of Reedville. SPSR dispatches 

two crews in Rescue III and the tow skiff Rescue A. SPSR locates sailboat well up on the 

barr and Rescue A delivers the towline. With a severe language barrier and after much 

pulling and a parted towline, the sailboat is ungrounded and off the barr. BUT during the 

pulling the sailboat was unable to pull up his anchor and has now overridden it. It can not 

now be freed. The sailboat then drops a second anchor in the deeper water. SPSR stands by 

to provide assistance, but is waved off by the frustrated sailmaster and returns to base 

knowing it will resume the anchor pulling in the morning! KS Total time 5.0 Hrs. 

SPSR......also frustrated, but "there when needed" 

July 5: At 12:25 p.m., the Northumberland County’s Sheriff’s Office (NCSO) alerted SPSR 

for a "man standing on roof of small boat firing emergency flares near Chesapeake Beach". 

SPSR dispatches Rescue I with a crew of three. Mission is updated to reflect a 46' deadrise 

with transmission failure. Rescue I located 38' loaded deadrise crabber in the pound nets 

mid bay. Rescue I freed and recovered the deadrise from the nets, takes in tow, and delivers 

to Fairport Marina for offload and repairs.  Total time on call: 1.5 hours. 



July 6: At 5:30 p.m., NCSO alerted SPSR of a "third party report of a capsized catamaran 

with 2-3 people in the water off Dividing Creek" in Chesapeake Bay. Rescue III with crew of 

four speeds out from Cockrell Creek in rough water. With no further locating information, 

the crew searched three miles from Hughlett Point in growing seas to 5-7,' when radar 

located a mast. Crew spots the overturned hull of a Hobie Cat with two heads nearby. SPSR 

pulls two young adults not wearing floatation from the water as the evening approaches.  

Total time: 2 hours. 

July 11:  SPSR received call from United States Coast Guard (USCG) with request for 

assistance and investigation of a personal flotation device (PFD) floating in central 

Chesapeake Bay reported by passing Bay Pilot. Rescue III with crew of 6 rushes out to 

location defined by Norfolk USCG, about 15 miles southeast of Reedville, and begins a 

search pattern developed by onboard computers. After about half hour, Rescue III is 

contacted by an overhead USCG search and recovery helicopter which has jointed search 

from Elizabeth City.  USCG directs Rescue III to investigate an object ahead in search 

sector. Rescue III locates and retrieves a child's life vest which appeared to have been in 

water for many days and continued searching in the area for a possible child. Rescue III 

completes secondary search without results and returns to base. Many resources were 

brought to bear on a reported floating life vest......"but it could have contained a child".  

Total time: 3 hours. 

July 12: NCSO alerted SPSR for a 24' Pursuit with three onboard needing assistance 1 mile 

south of Point Look Out in the Potomac River. Rescue 1 with crew of four responded from 

Smith Point Marina, barely clearing the Little Wicomico jetties on a falling tide. SPSR 

located boat in the reported location and towed to the Lewisetta Marina on the Coan River 

for haul out and repair of an overheating engine. Total time: 3 hours. 

July 14:  At 12:10 p.m., SPSR received a dispatch from NCSO for a Pontoon Boat at the 

mouth of the Potomac with "equipment failure. " Rescue I responded with a crew of four 

from Smith Pont Marina encountering difficulty exiting the jetties due to low tide and severe 

shoaling. Rescue I located the pontoon and with the assistance of a SPSR member's 

personal boat assisting with the towline, takes the pontoon in tow to Smith Point Marina, 

again encountering difficulty passing through the jetties.  Total time: 2 hours. 

July 15:  At 9:00 a.m., SPSR was alerted of a 30' boat aground in the jetties at Smith Point. 

Rescue I, with crew of four, located a 30' Trojan caught in the oyster cages inside the 



Bamboo Island sand bar near the jetties. SPSR calls the oyster ground lease holder who 

responds with a crew to assist freeing the boat. However, the boat is hard aground with a 

falling tide and unable to move it successfully. With High tide later that afternoon, Rescue I 

returned with boat owners to unground the boat and tow it to Cockrell Railway for repairs to 

running gear. Thanks to Myles Cockrell and his crew for their quick assistance with this 

grounding. Total time: 4 hours. 

July 20:  At 2:40 p.m., SPSR received a dispatch from NCSO that a SeaPro boat with 3 

adults and 2 kids was aground in oyster cages inside the jetties at Smith Point. Rescue I 

was dispatched and called Myles Cockrell, the Lease Holder. SPSR attempts a towline to 

the boat but is unable due to shallow water. Cockrell arrives and frees the SeaPro to 

continue their day on the water. Thanks to Cockrell’s team for their prompt assistance. 

Total time: 1 hour. 

July 20: At 2:50 p.m., SPSR received a second call from NCSO that a 22' boat was anchored 

south of the Smith Point Jetties with a disabled motor. Rescue I is diverted from prior 

mission and with the assistance of a member and their skiff to deliver a towline, tows the 

Carolina Skiff to Smith Point Marina for repair. Total time: 1.0 hour.  

July 20: BUSY AFTERNOON CONTINUES 

SPSR received a third call from NCSO that a 25' Stamos boat was adrift with engine failure, 

6 adults and 4 children aboard, off Point Lookout, MD. SPSR responded with Rescue I and a 

crew of four returning from previous missions. Rescue I located Stamos and took in tow to 

Lewisetta Marina. Enroute crew of Stamos restarted engine and requested to be released 

under their own power to continue their fishing. SPSR returns to base. Total time: 2.0 hours. 

July 21:  At 9:00 a.m., Smith Point Sea Rescue received a request for assistance to tow a 

rain flooded cruiser from home berth to Smith Point Marina for haul out and repair. Rescue I 

and crew of four answer and towed the boat as requested. Total time 1.5 hours. 

July 22: As a prearranged mission, SPSR dispatches Rescue I to assist a 22' construction 

barge with engine problems and towed from the entrance to Cubit Creek on the Potomac to 

Smith Point Marina for repairs. Total time: 2.5 hours. 

July 23:  At 8:50 a.m., NCSO alerted SPSR that a 22' Tidewater with two aboard required 

assistance at the mouth of the Great Wicomico River. Rescue III with a crew of four 



responded from Cockrell Creek. Rescue III located the boat near Sandy Point and towed to 

Buzzard's Point Marina for haul out and repairs.  Total time: 1.5 hours. 

July 31: At 5:45 p.m., Smith Point Sea Rescue received a call for assistance by a Houseboat 

anchored near the mouth of the Great Wicomico River. Rescue III with a crew of four 

navigated into a rising storm with very ominous skies and building sea conditions. Rescue 

III arrived on scene and began to approach the boat.......only to be very abruptly driven out 

of the area to safety by a most unwelcomed intruding waterspout with very heavy rain, hail, 

and lightening! USCG notified to aid.   

August 2:  At 8:12 a.m., the NCSO notified SPSR, "Little Wicomico River, boat with white 

stripe and blue capsized, no one seen around the area." Rescue I with crew of four 

responded quickly locating the abandoned vessel. An alert SPSR Duty Captain recognizes 

the boat name and calls a local waterman who is aware of the “problem, crew encountered 

a rogue wave on the way to work". He has a salvage crew enroute. SPSR stands by to assist.  

Think Safety... even highly experienced watermen can have challenging days on the water. 

Total time: 2.0 hours. 

August 3:  At 7:40 p.m., SPSR received a dispatch from NCSO for a "Rinker white boat with 

a blue Bimini top" located in Ingram Bay. SPSR called the vessel and determined the 31' 

Rinker was near the entrance to Mill Creek and wanted to go to Ingram Bay Marina. The 

SPSR Duty Captain considers all options as night is approaching and the entrance to Mill 

Creek is shallow and tricky to navigate after dark. Rescue III located the boat with 3 

onboard and towed to the Marina without incident.  Total time: 2.0 hours. 

August 16:  At 12:20 p.m., SPSR received a dispatch from NCSO that a 43' Viking Motor 

Yacht was out of fuel 5 miles east of Buzzard's Point in the Central Chesapeake Bay. 

Rescue III responded with a crew of five and located the vessel with two aboard. SPSR 

passed all the spare rescue gas containers to the vessel. Due to low tides at the Little 

Wicomico Jetties and Smith Point Marina, while closer, was not a good choice for this deep 

draft boat. Rescue III towed the Viking to the mouth of the Great Wicomico, released her 

under her own power and “shadowed” the vessel to Buzzards Point for gas. Total Time: 2.0 

hours, 

August 16:  At 1:25 p.m., SPSR received a second call from NCSO that a 22' white Pioneer, 

reported an out of fuel distress call in Ingram Bay. SPSR quickly assembled a second crew, 



as Rescue III was active on a prior call.  Rescue A was deployed and responded to the 

Pioneer with three aboard.  Rescue A assessed the problem as not just fuel and towed to 

Shell Landing for haul out.  Total Time: 1.0 hours. 

August 16: At 1:45 p.m., with two missions currently underway, SPSR received a third call 

from NCSO that a 30' Mainship located in Ingram Bay had electrical problems and 

requested assistance. SPSR contacts the Mainship captain, determined that they are not in 

danger, and asked them to deploy an anchor and SPSR would be there to help ASAP. 

Rescue III completed the prior mission with the Viking and returned to the Mainship with 

two aboard. SPSR was unable to help correct the electrical issue and towed the Mainship 

to the owner's pier located near Shell Landing. Total time: 1.5 hours. 

August 17:  At 7:17 p.m., the NCSO alerted SPSR that a 40' sailboat has run aground on the 

Fleeton Point sand bar and that Tow Boat USA requested assistance because the sail 

master was assessed as having a potential stroke! SPSR responds with Rescue III, a crew of 

four, and members of the Northumberland Sheriff's Office and Northumberland County 

EMS. Rescue III arrived on scene to learn Tow Boat has a line on the sailboat and the sail 

master refused medical assistance. SPSR remained on scene to assist as needed and 

escort both vessels back to safe harbor in advance of a looming storm. Total Time:   2.5 

hours.  SPSR......"there when needed"....... even if only to back up other responders! 

 

September 6:  1130, SPSR gets "Special Assignment" to provide SAR support to the 

Reedville First Annual Cardboard Regatta on Cockrell Creek in Reedville, VA. 

Congratulations to Dave Clark organizer, the Northern Neck Wooden Boat School, and the 

boat builders and racers for a spectacular show of seamanship and boat building. In a nail 

biting finish the ladies won in a well-designed and seaworthy cardboard craft. Commander 

Cardboard from Deltaville pointed out the winner prior to the races 

September 14:  Smith Point Sea Rescue supports the Northumberland Association for 

Progressive Stewardship's (NAPS) 2025 Creek Clean-Up of Cockrell Creek. Rescue III 

provides on water safety support as Rescue Skiffs A and B transport eager "trash pickers" 

that scour the shallows for trash and debris. Good lesson for all boaters to control their 

trash and keep our shorelines clean.  Total time: 4 hours.   



September 23: At 10:00 a.m., Smith Point Sea Rescue answers call from 34' Sea Ray with 

engine failure. Rescue II with a crew of four responds from Olverson's Lodge Creek Marina 

and locates the single-handed boat in Yeocomico River near Mill Creek and takes in tow to 

Tall Timbers Marina in Maryland for repairs. Total Time: 3.75 hours 

September 28: SPSR gets a call from the Northumberland County Sheriff's Office of a 

disabled boat near Rogue Point in the Great Wicomico River. Rescue III with a crew of five 

responds from Cockrell Creek and locates the 38' Sailboat with a crew of two. SPSR takes 

the large sailboat in tow to the owner's pier on Tipper's Creek. JD Total time 2.0 Hrs. 

SPSR......."there when needed" 

October 3:  SPSR gets a call that a 15' skiff with a Red Bimini needs assistance near R12 in 

the Great Wicomico River. Rescue III with a crew of three responds from Cockrell and 

locates the single handed Smokercraft caught up in a crag trap near Haynie Point. SPSR 

frees the skiff, without cutting the line, and the fisherman contiues on his way home. Total 

time 1 hour BT. SPSR......"there when needed" 

October 4: SPSR gets dispatch from NCSO that "center console has hydraulic issues" near 

the jetties. Rescue I with a crew of four responds from Smith Point Marina. SPSR contacts 

Captain and learns the 19' Center Console has lost steering and is located outside the 

jetties at Smith Point. Rescue I proceeds but is initially grounded on a falling tide at the 

mouth of the jetties which continue to shoal badly. SPSR frees itself and locates the 

fishermen, and their dog. Rescue I takes the boat intow and proceeds back thru the jetties 

to its home pier on Bridge Creek. Total time 2.5 Hrs BT SPSR..."there when needed" 

October 4: SPSR gets a call from NCSO that "jetski has run aground near Chesapeake Bay 

Wicomico Inlet." SPSR assembles two crews for Rescue III and shallow draft Rescue A. 

Using the I911 App, SPSR gets a general location of the jetski in the "Dameron Marsh" south 

of the entrance to the Great Wicomico River. SPSR proceeds and after some searching, 

Rescue A locates the jetski and its older adult driver well agound in the tall reeds of the 

marsh. Rescue A passes a tow line and tows the ski free of the marsh out to Rescue III 

waiting in deeper water. Because of the condition of the ski and its rider, the decision is 

made to tow the ski to Fairport Marina for the night. SPSR drives the skier home. Total time 

3.0 hrs BT SPSR......."there when needed." 

October 18: Smith Point Sea Rescue held a commemorative wreath laying to remember 

the 11 young lives tragically lost at the sinking of the USCGC CUYAHOGA (WIX-157) when it 



was accidentally struck by the Argentine M/V SANTA CRUZ II in the central Chesapeake Bay 

near Smith Point LIght on 20 October 1978. SPSR was honored to have again been asked to 

conduct the wreath laying as SPSR helped lead the search effort that night which rescued 

18 Guardsmen and international Naval Officers. SPSR....."there when needed." KS 

October 19: SPSR responds to a USCG call that a 41' Maxum with two aboard was taking 

on water 2 miles east of Smith Point. Responding from Cockrell Creek with a crew on four, 

Resuce I encounters 6' to 8' seas and sustained high tail winds as it races to the location 

provided, enroute readying its onboard dewatering pumps and floatation gear. SPSR also 

dispatches a member's 23' T-Top from the Little Wicomico as quick response. Arriving on 

scene SPSR meets the USCG semi rigid out of St. Indigos and Maryland DNR vessels. SPSR 

stands by to assist as needed. USCG dewaters for awhile and then takes the Maxum in tow 

to Point Look Out Marina. SPSR returns to base. Total time 2.5 hrs KS. SPSR......."there if 

needed". 

1215 Saturday 11/1/25 SPSR gets a call from NC Sheriff's Office "Jetski overturned with 

two swimmers struggling to swim'. SPSR readies Rescue I while the SPSR Duty Captain 

decides to go directly to the jetski location on Mill Creek in order to understand the 

situation. On arriving Captain finds swimmers out of the water and helps pull jetski into a 

closeby pier. Rescue I stands down. Repeated attempts are made to dewater jetski without 

success as major leak is found. Jetski to be pulled out. Total time 2.5 Hrs. DS 

SPSR......"there when needed." 

Monday 11/3/25 Another day without any good news regarding the dredging of the Little 

Wicomico River at Smith Point: 

The shoaling of the Littile Wicomico River near the jetties at Smith Point significantly 

impacts the operations of Smith Point Sea Rescue (SPSR) by restricting our ability to 

respond quickly and safely to emergencies. The shoaling creates navigation hazards that 

can obstruct vessels using the Little Wicomico River channel, including Rescue I based at 

Smith Point Marina. This sometimes limits the sea rescue team's access to the central 

Chesapeake Bay, delaying or halting their response during emergencies as they struggle to 

navigate shallow, shifting sandbars and avoid running aground themselves. The restricted 

navigation caused by shoaling directly hinders their operational effectiveness and the 

safety of both the rescue team and those needing assistance both inshore and on the bay. 

With cold weather and much lower water temperatures, response time becomes more 



critical as witnessed by Sea Rescue's pulling of eight people from the cold waters of the 

Chesapeake in April 2023. Let your elected officials and county administrators know that 

we need their help.....now! 

Smith Point Marina Reports: 

Here is an up-to-date status of the Little Wicomico River Jetties. The picture is from 

November 1, 2025. 

Coastal flooding and storm winds from October 20–28 have caused overtopping and a 

possible breach in the South wall of the Little Wicomico River Jetties. This has happened on 

a smaller scale two other times this year and it exacerbates the already critical blockage of 

the mouth of the jetties by many years of silting 

While dredging of this Federal Project dating from the 1930s has been requested from 

Federal and local officials and an online petition of almost 1,000 homeowners on the river 

has been signed, there is currently no funding designated to ameliorate the situation. 

With overtopping of the south wall for a length of over 100 feet, and the scouring of the 

adjacent beaches, the probability of a permanent breach and additional silting exists. Jetty 

repair is expected to cost additional money over what has been previously envisioned.  

The result of this is the jetty channel is now being filled in from two directions and the 

closing of the river is being hastened. Boaters should be aware of the hazards of trying to 

enter or exit the river under these circumstances. 

 

1517 Sunday 11/9/25. SPSR gets call from Northumberland County Sheriff's Office (NCSO) 

"Vessel-Boat in Distress; Smith Point, REEDVILLE, VA 22539; - Lost an engine; 3 miles north 

of Smith Point and is requesting assistance." Rescue I reponds with crew of five from 

Reedville,VA and locates catamaran 1 mile NE of Smith Point. Unable to tow into Smith 

Point Marina bc Little Wiconico River Jetties are shoaled in, Rescue I tows SB longer route 

to Cockrell Creek, Reedville, VA. Cockrell Creek is packed with anchored sailboats as night 

storm is approaching. All ends well. Total time 3.0 Hrs BT. SPSR "there when needed" 

2355 Sunday 11/9/25. SPSR gets a second call from NCSO "Vessel-Boat in Distress; 

CHESAPEAKE BAY; - Coast guard distress call for a 30 ft sailboat south of the lighthouse. 

LAT 3752.262 LONG 07604.226" SPSR responds and dispatches Rescue I with crew of four 



from Reedville, VA. With the aid of Maryland State Police Helo, SPSR locates single handed 

trimaran sailboat taking on water 2 miles west of Smith Island in now heavy seas. With help 

of USCG semi-rigid also onscene, SPSR takes SB in tow. Because jetties at Smith Point are 

shoaled in, SPSR tows SB much longer route to Cockrell Creek, Reedville, VA. Total time 4.5 

hrs. BT. SPSR......"there when needed." 

2355 Sunday 11/9/25. SPSR gets a second call from NCSO "Vessel-Boat in Distress; 

CHESAPEAKE BAY; - Coast guard distress call for a 30 ft sailboat south of the lighthouse. 

LAT 3752.262 LONG 07604.226" SPSR responds and dispatches Rescue I with crew of four 

from Reedville, VA. With the aid of Maryland State Police Helo, SPSR locates single handed 

trimaran sailboat taking on water 2 miles west of Smith Island in now heavy seas. With help 

of USCG semi-rigid also onscene, SPSR takes SB in tow. Because jetties at Smith Point are 

shoaled in, SPSR tows SB much longer route to Cockrell Creek, Reedville, VA. Total time 4.5 

hrs. BT. SPSR......"there when needed." 

Monday 11/17/25. Smith Point Sea Rescue Southern Fleet turns out for painting and 

preservation of RESCUE I, SPSR's 25 year old heavy weather primary rescue boat. Annually 

this "Lady" is hauled "painted" and "serviced" by the same crews who put her to hard use 

supporting the boating public of the Northern Neck. She continues to serve us well. We 

hope it can be said, we employ her as well! SPSR....."there when needed" 

 


